A non-profit corporation to 

promote the preservation and 
development of buildings of 

historical and architectural 
significance in New London, 

Connecticut, beginning with 

Union Railroad Station. 


MARK YOUR CALENDAR 


Sunday, March 16 
THREE SUNDAYS AT THE MOVIES=- 


A Preservation Film Festival 
Preservation in our cities is the focus 
for the second Sunday in the series. 
2:30 P.M. at the Lyman Allyn Museum 


Sunday, April 20 
THREE SUNDAYS AT THE MOVIES- 
Part Ill features films about restoration 
of homes and neighborhoods, 
2:30 P.M. at the Lyman Allyn Museum 


Saturday, May 10 
Discover historic Providence with 


members and friends of NLL=URST on a 
unique bus trip to this city. See page 8. 
For more information and reservations, call 
Zalma Shenfield, 442-8049 
Saturday, May 17 

NLL-URST holds its annual meeting at 
the Thames Club, 290 State Street. Plans 
include a buffet dinner and speaker. 
Watch for more details. 


Sunday, June 8 
Save this date-another NLL-URST 


house tour is in the works! See page 3 for 
more information. 


Palmer Carriage House=-=<nhoto bv Tom Hahn 


Vol. 1V, No» 1 


IT’S A LANDMARK "LUA UUe: 


It’s been said that Elisha Palmer would dis=- 
mount his horse in front of his stately home 
on Broad Street, give the horse a swat, and 
it would trot over to the carriage house 
about two hundred yards away. 


Mr. Palmer’s impressive residence, known to 
many as Mount Vernon (because of its resem= 
blance to the original), no longer exists. 
It was torn down in 1949 so that the A&P 
grocery store could be built. 


Alas, only two remants of this once splen- 
did estate are left: the front doorway, 
preserved in the Lyman Allyn Museum, and 

the carriage house, located on Cottage Street. 
There is no doubt that the doorway will be 


a permanent exhibit at the museum, but the 


future of the Garriage house is questionable. 


The Palmer carriage house, a solid two-story 
wooden structure, was built around 1895, The 
exterior of the first story is covered with 
clapboards, while the more stylish second 
floor sports both plain and scalloped 
shingles surrounding three gabled windows, 

A large cupola caps the broad hipped roof. 


The handsome varnished interior housed car~ 
raages and wagons, a circular harness cabinet, 
and, of course, the horses, whose names can 
still be discerned carved in the wooden walls. 
Hay was stored on the second floor, and a 
small room provided quarters for the estate’s 
groom. 


The prosperous Palmer family made its fortune 
in the quilt industry in the late nineteenth 
century. It owned three large quilting mills: 
one in New London on Union Street, one ina 
section of Montville appropriately named 
Palmertown, and one in Fitchville. 


Elisha Palmer's brother had his own mag- 
nificent estate named Westomere. Westomere, 
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PRESERVATION FOR THE "YOUNGER GENERATION" NLL-URST AWARDED GRANTS 
New London Lnadmarks coordinated a tour of New London Landmarks has received two 
Union Station and Starr Street this December grant awards from local foundations. 
for WUEST, a class of gifted children in The Bodenwein Public Benevolent Foundation 
the New London elementary schools. awarded NLL-URST $5000 as seed money for 
a revolving fund. The money is to be ® 
The class, taught by Diane Enders and used for acquisition and closing costs 
Beverly Page, is comprised of fourth, fifth for the purchase of our first building. 
and sixth graders throughout the New London 
system. They have been studying architect- The organization was also the recipient 
ural support systems, and are designing of a $2500 grant from the Frank Loomis 
model buildings based upon their studies. Palmer Fund Trust. This money is for 
a membership campaign. 
Mrs. Page, who is an intern from UCONN, had 
taken one of NLL~-URST’s walking tours of The campaign will include a major member- 
Bank Street last summer. Impressed with ship drive in 1980, staff time to coordi- 
the scope of the tour, she contacted the nate the drive, various membership events 
group to arrange a similar one for the ‘ adnciuding bus trips. Still in the thinking 
classe stages are a house tour and a course in 
architectural styles. 
Claire Dale, founder of URST, and the 
person who played the most significant 
role in the preservation of Union Station, 
gave a tour of that building. The station 
was of particular interest to the children 
because of its innovative truss system in 
the attic, which supports the entire second 
floor. 
Sharon Churchill gave a tour of lower Capt 
Captain's Walk, and Al Capozza, of the 
Savings Bank of New London, gave a tour of NATIONAL TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
Starr Street. The children were able to 
see the houses both prior to and after 
National Preservation Week is coming up$ 
renovation. “May 11 through 17 will be filled with 
activities across the nation and in New 
The following week, NLL-URST showed the London. 
class their award-winning film,"'The Rescue 
of Mr. Richardson's Last Station". Landmarks Some of the local activites will include 
also distributed cpoies of the New London our popular walking tour of Bank Street, 
Historic District Study, and a history of at 2:00 P.M. Saturday, May 17. The tour 
Starr Street, published by the organization. 4411 begin in front of Union Station, 
,and last approximately an hour. Dale Plummer, 
Later this spring, NLL-URST plans to show president of NLL-URST will lead the tour. 
the class another type of support systen, 
post and beam construction, which was Several screenings of our film, "The Rescue 
used in all wood-frame colonial buildings of Mr. Richardson's Last Station" are 
until the introduction of balloon framing planned in the public schools. ad 


in the 1830's, 


The annual meeting of New London Landmarks 
has been scheduled to coincide with 
Preservation Week. This year, the meeting 
will be followed by a buffet dinner at the 
Thames Club, for an elegant windup of this 
year's affairs. 


The skeletal frame of Richard Humphreville'‘s 
house, rising on Pequot Avenue, will pro- 
vide the classroom. The support system of 
this early nineteenth-century Cape is laid 
bare as it is steadily being reconstructed. 


Tiik PRESERVATION WATCH 


New London Landmarks may be forced to 
forfeit a $7000 grant it was awarded 
recently from Connecticut's fiscal 1980 
Historic Preservation Grant-In-Aid Program, 


The $7000 is for a survey of historical 
and architectural resources in the East 
New London and Fort Trumbull areas. The 
survey would inventory the built environ- 
ment, providing a comprehensive study to 
be used in future planning for the areas. 


Because the grant is a matching grant, 
other sources must fund at least half 

the cost of the survey. This survey would 
be a continuation of one done last year 
under the auspices of the Historic District 
Study Committee, with the city providing 
the matching funds from Community Devel- 
opment coffers and in-kind services. 


NLL-URST applied to the city for Community 
Development monies to be used as a match 
this year. The administration and City 
Council, under the impression that this 
was a new program, did not allocate any 
money for the survey. 


The state has set an April i deadline fwr 
securing matching funds for the grant. 
Local foundations, who would be the most 
likely alternative for supplying the funds, 
do not decide on applications until after 
July oe 


Except through a combined effort on the 
part of the city and New London Landmarks 
to provide the $7000, the organization 
stands to lose the grant, and the city 
would lose a valuable planning tool. 
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THANK=YOU TO. e@ 


»»eKalamian's Rug Shop,Iinc. 

963 Bank Street 
for donating the carpeting in our 
new office. 


»eeAlice and Iz Cohn 
for our large office desk. 


eeeBruce Baratz 
for a swivel desk chair. 


»eeClaire Dale 
for a file box and other organizers. 


eeeWinnie Josephson 
for a desk lamp. 


WE STILL NEED... 


File cabinet 

Card file boxes 

Chairs 

Stapler 

Scissors 

Yesterday’s copies of:The Hartford Courant 
The Gazette 
Connecticut Magazine 

Posters or other material about New London 

and preservation, 


HOUSE TOUR VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


Last year's Pequot Colony House Tour was 

so successful, New London Landmarks would 
be negligent if another house tour is not 
organized this year, 


But organization requires time, dedication 
and lots of volunteer help. The only plans 
to date are very tentative. The focus of 
the tour will be ‘Upper Hempstead Street, 
the scene of a resurgence in restoration. 
The probable date is June 8, the day after 
the Yale/Harvard Regatta. 


if you want to see, visit, or take part in 
what can be another outstanding venture 
for New London Landmarks, please volunteer 
your energies to this project. 


Call Sharon Churchill, 443-2118, or write 
NLL-URST, P.O. Box 1134, New London, 06320 


PLANNING A PRESERVATION PROJECT 


Rehabilitating an old building may entail 
many different kinds of activities, from 
those demanded by deteriorated physical 
conditions to those needed to accomodtae 
modern functions. 


The physical needs of a building may range 
from the simple repair and painting of ext- 
erior woodwork to complete reconditioning; 
in addition, personal preferences may dic- 
tate the replacement of a particular mantle 
or the removal of walls and floors to create 
new living or commercial spaces. 


The owner of an old property must deal with 
existing materials which have aged and in 
some cases may have decayed. Although this 
may sometimes be a disadvantage, usually 
there is ample compensation in the amenities, 
such as high ceilings, hand-finished details, 
elaborate plasterwork, and heavier construc- 
tion. 


Physical Investigation 


Budget limitations May dictate the extent 
of the work to be done, but all decisions 
should be based on an overall plan and 
knowledge of the house. Thus, the first 
step in any rehabilitation plan should be 
a complete investigation of the building, 
taking into consideration the condition 
of each element and its useful or aesthetic 
value. This thorough inspection of the 
house will eliminate potential surprises 
that can ruin a budget. 


The services of a professional building in 
inspector, architect, or engineer experienced 
in preservation may be most useful in this 
investigation. To the novice, problems may 
appear more or less serious than they relly 
are. A crack in a brick wall due to settle- 
ment, for instance, may appear to be ser- 
ious when it is actually an old condition, 

no longer active and not needing new repairs. 


Conversely, a leaking gutter may seem to 
be a simple repair, but the moisture may 
have caused a serious outbreak of rot in 
the framing system of the house. The most 
important service an experienced profes- 


ummm FOR THE PROPERTY NON 


sional can provide is an evaluation of the 
relative importance of all needed work. 
The neglect of high priority items will 
inevitably be expensive. 


Selecting an Architect and Contractor 


If major changes to a structure are ant- 
icipated, the advice of an experienced 
preservation architect should be sought. 
Sensitivity to the qualities of old build- 
ings and familiarity with the special 
technical knowledge required in working 
with historic building materials are impor- 
tant factors to be considered when select- 
ing an architect. It is advisable to exam- 
ine exmaples of the work of several arch- 
itects before making decisions. 


An experienced preservation architect may 
save the owner more than the cost of his 
fee by anticipating problems and adapting 
the existing spaces to the client's needs 
without major structural changes, thereby 
keeping the construction costs down, 


An architect will also take responsibility 
for ensuring compliance with existing build- 
ing codes and for coordinating the construc- 
tior work. For major work, architects are 
usually paid on a percentage of construction 
costs (about 10%), but may be retained at 

an hourly rate for smaller projects. 


If an owner cannot do the work himself, a 
contractor experienced in preservation 
should be sought. It is helpful to visit 
the contractor's completed rehabilitation 
projects to examine his work, and it is 
advisable to get a written bid from more 
than one contractor. An experienced preser~ 
vation contractor will tend to save the 
building fabric and save the owner money. 
An insensitive contractor may ruin the best 
planned rehabilitation. 


ono 5 ax 
Basic Guidelines 


In the absence of an architect, it is imp- 
ortant that property owners follow a dis- 
ciplined approach to planning a rehabili- 
tation project. Those qualities which 

cannot be found in new construction and 
which attracted the owner to an old building 
should be maintained. 


Irreversible removal of historic building 
fabric, especially decorative details, 
should be avoided; in fact, it is often less 
expensive to repair or make use of exist- 
ing material than to tear it out and start 
anew. 


New techniques are constantly being devel- 
poed to save damaged or decayed materials at 
at reasonable costs. Modern conveniences 
should be inserted into the building with 
as much sensitivity as possible. 


The most important quality in any rehabil- 
itation is patience. The end product will 
only be as good as the hours of careful 
thought that go into the planning and the 
time taken during construction to repair 
and protect the important qualities of the 
building. 


This column was prepared by Robert N. 
Pierpont, building conservation and 
materials consultant, for the Preservation 
League of New York State with funding from 
the New York State Council on the Arts. 
Copyright 1978. Distribution in Connecticut 
is by the Connecticut Trust for Historic 
Preservation and is funded in part by the 
Connecticut Historical Commission through 
a U.S. Department of the Interior grant. 


-- PRESERVATION ALERT -- 


Connecticut Preservation Action has alerted 
us that a bill under consideration in the 
State Legislature, No. 5634, An Act ‘Concern 
Ag the Funding of Historic Museums, threatens 
the existence of four state museums by reduc- 
ing their funding by 20% each year until 

1985, when no funds will be allocated. © 


The properties involved are the Sloane-Stanley 
Museum of Early American Tools and Kent Fur~ 
nace in Kent, the Old Newgate Prison and 
Copper Mine in East Granby, the Henry Whit- 
field House in Guilford, oldest stone house 

in New England, and the Prudence Crandall 


REPLACE MISSING SLATE 


NEW STONE CAP 


REBUILD CHIMNEY 


NEW FLASHING 
INSTALL NEW GUTTER 


\ UTA 


REPAIR & PAINT CORNICE 


TUCK POINT BRICK 


| PAINT BRICK 


PAINT ALL SASH 
ll RENAIL LOOSE TRIM 
es, STABILIZE BULGE IN BRICK 
H RESTORE GRAINING 
ll INSTALL NEW LEADER 


= : REPAIR BROWNSTONE 
WIREBRUSH - PRIME - PAINT IRON 


INSTALL DRAIN 
o————__ RESET SLATE SIDEWALK 


RESET LOOSE STEPS 


This schematic drawing of the facade of a 
brick row house indicates some of the poten- 
tial problems which must be planned for in 
a preservation project. Subsequent columns 
in this series will deal with many of these 
problems. 


Home in Canterbury, site of an early school 
for the education of blacks. 


No provision has been made for the care of 
the properties or their continued access- 
ibility to the public in the proposed bill, 
The properties involved are part of the 
common heritage of the people of Connecticut; 
to endanger them is an unfortunate act, part- 
icularly when it is considered that the net 
cost of all properties to the state is only 
66,000 per year. 


Any concerned members of New London Landmarks 
should contact their state legislators about 
this bill. 


AS APRIL 15 APPROACHES... -6- 


At this time of year, everyone's thoughts 
turn towards taxes. What solace can pres- 
ervation offer? Plenty, if you own or lease 
a certified historic structure which is 
subject to depreciation as defined by the 
Internal Revenue Code, , 


The Tax Reform Act of 1976 was the first 
major revision of the Code since 1969, 
Section 2124 of that act, "Tax Incentives 
to Encourage the Preservation of Historic 
Structures", is applicable to those owning 
property either listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places, or located 
within an historic district. 


Sections 2124(a) and 2124(d) provide the ‘* 
incentives. Owners of eligible properties 
may amortize qualified rehabilitation 
expenses over a 5 year period, or take 
accelerated depreciation on the value of 
the rehabilitated property. 


Sections 2124(b) and 2124(c) are deterrents 
to destruction of historic buildings. The 
cost of demolition is no longer a deductible 
business expense. 


Similarly, accelerated depreciation is no 
longer an option if that property is on a 
site formerly occupied by a certified 
historic structure that was demolished or 
substantially altered. 


The Revenue Act of 1978 offers a 10% invest- 
ment tax credit to encourage the rehablita- 
tion of older buildings. This credit is 


unavailable for residential rental properties, 


but can be used by certain lessees. The 
buildings do not have to be certified, but 
must have been in use for 20 years or more. 
The rehabilitation must retain at least 
75% of the external walls as such. 


Individuals interested in taking advantage 
of these incentives should consult legal 
counsel or their accountants. For more 
information about the program, write: 

Tax Incentives, Office of Archeology and 
Historic Preservation, 440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 


NATIONAL TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 


CONSULTANT HIRED FOR SHIPYARD STUDY 


The Preservation Partnership, a private 
consulting firm from Natick, Massachusetts, 
has been hired by NLL-URST to do a feas- 
ibility study of Thames Shipyard. e 


Landmarks received a $10,000 matching grant 
from the Maritime Preservation Grants 
Program of the National Trust. The matching 
$10,000 was just released from the state 
Historic Assets Fund, giving the group 
$20,000 for the study. 


The Preservation Partnership is headed by 
Maximilian Ferro, an architect and instructor 
of historic preservation at the University 
Of Vermont. The firm has done considerable 
work in maritime preservation, including 
study and early development of the Charles- 
town Navy Yard housing project. 


The study will begin immediately, It is 
anticipated to take 12 weeks to complete. 
Part of the study will deal with increasing 
public access to the yard while still main- 
taining a working shipyard. Safety, access 
and economics must all be considered. 


The possibility of maintaining a small, 
public maritime museum on the property will 
also be explored. An important aspect of 
the study will be how to coordinate the 
shipyard with other waterfront activities 
and development. 
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It's A Landmark 


Continued from page 1 


built on what is now Westomere Terrace, 
suffered the same fate as Mount Vernon. 


But what of the fate of the Elisha Palmer 
carriage house? Since it was sold to the 
state by its former owners, Robert and 
Francis Allanach, many people feel its 

days are numbered. The state has purchased 
the site for construction of new court @ 
house buildings, 


it seems inevitable that the last standing 
structure of the flourishing Palmer estate 
will be pulled down, and with it, New 
London will lose another grand old building, 
another landmark, 


Maria Marsala 


THREE SUNDAYS AT THE MOVIES- 
A Preservation Film Festival 


New London Landmarks is sponsoring a film 
series this winter and early spring. The 
first program was February 24, and featured 
three films introducing different concepts > 
_f preservation. 


Lenore Karterud and Sharon Churchill planned 
the festival, Claire Dale and Carrie Makover 
helped select films for the series. Richard 
Gipstein is the projectionist. 


Closeups of the next two programs follow. 
The 2.50 donation includes refreshments. 


The March 16 program focuses on preserva-~ 
tion in the city. The film, “Architecture: 
Why Man Builds", contrasts various building 
types to demolition scenes to show how 
architecture shapes people's lives. 


"It's the Greatest Little City" is a short 
animated film produced by the state of 
Ohio for use in stimulating planning dis- 
cussions in towns with populations under 
50,000. It has won the Industrial Film 
Festival award for outstanding achievement, 
the Oxberry Animation Award for the best 
animation of 1970, and received a certif- 
icate of Excellence at the Columbus Film 
Festival. 


"Cities For People" was produced for tele~ 
vision. It has won nUmerous awards, among 
them, the Golden Gate Award at the San 


Francisco International Film Festival, a 
Broadcast Media Award, and the prestigious 


Ohio State Award. 


The film explores the space left in a city 
after the buildings are built. It was film- 
ed in six American cities, as well as in 


LEMS NIEAEA BALAI Os 
NAD ASE SES ES OSE SRS ES 


several Italian eities. The film suggests 
that we can learn from the Italians, who 
built the first modern cities, how to live 
in and utilize historic places, rather 
than merely preservaing them, or worse, 
destroying them altogether, 


Cloris Leachman narrates the film. It is 
scored by John Lewis, musical director of 
the Modern Jazz wuartet. Both the music 
and the script were highly lauded in its 
awards. 


Sunday, April 20 features films which dis- 
cuss preservation in the home and neigh- 
borhood. "Sweat Equity:A Home of Our Own" 
records some of the first examples of 
urban homesteading. 


In "Cinderella of Prospect Place", three 
abandoned buildings in Brooklyn are re- 


‘ habilitated into elegant townhouses with 


beautifully appointed interiors and gas- 
lit patios. This film won the New York 
Board of Trade'’s "Business Speaks" Award 
for distinguished service to New York City. 


"“Neighbors:Conservation in a Changing Comm- 
unity" is the story of the handsome buildings 
and diverse residents of Boston's South End, 
an area once declining, but now committed 

to neighborhood conservation. 


MOVING ? 


PLEASE... notify NLL-URST if you plan to 
move. Otherwise, we will not know what 
happened to you, and you will not receive 


" any news of us. The Post Office does not 


forward our fourth class bulk mail, 


So send us a change of address, or give us 
a call-- 443-2118, THANK 
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MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 


Student/Senior Citizen $ 5 Contributor $ 25 


Individual 10 Patron 50 
Family 15 Life 150 
Business 20 

I enclose remittance for $ for membership(s) in 


NEW LUNDON LANDMARKS-UNION RAILROAD STATIUN TRUST, Inc. 
Name ———‘“‘“‘“‘“(‘“‘iéOUUUCttt PON! 


Address 


Return to: NLL-URST, Inc. 


P.O. Box 1134 
New London, CT. 96320 


Contributions are tax-deductible 


NLL-URST GUES TO PROVIDENCE “B> 


Saturday, May 10, members of NLL-URST will 
have the opportunity to go on a unique tour 
of historic vrovidence, Rhode Island, 


This neighboring city, settled in 1636 by 
Roger Williams, has had a heritage of re- 
ligious freedom. Many of the first buildings 
for differing religions were built here. 


In recent years, the deterioration of the 
older sections of the city has been 
reversed. The Providence Preservation 
Society will give Landmarks a private 
tour of the restored area of the city. 


Members will have a guided walking tour 
of Benefit Street, a street of eighteenth 
and early nineteenth century homes that 
have been restored. We will have entrance 
to several of these homes, and also the 
first Baptist Church in America, built in 
1775. 


Later, we will meet in the 1768 Brick 
School, headquarters of the Providence 
Preservation Society, foe a catered, 
gourmet lunceon with wine. This school was 
built as one of the first public schools 
in Providence, and housed Brown University 
during the American Revolution. 


After lunch, we will tour the John Brown 
House, built in 1786 by one of the most 
prosperous men in eighteenth century 
Providence, Maintained as a house museum 
today, John .uincy Adams once described 
this house as the most "elegant and mag- 
nificent mansion". 


Tour-goers will also have several hours 

to browse, shop and explore the city. 

Zalma Shenfield is coordinating the tour. 
Please call her, at 442-8049 for reservations. 


NEW MEMBERS 
ie welcome the following to our membership: 


Mildred Cruise-New London 

Mary Devlin-Deerwood, Maryland 
Eugene Elander~New London 

Anita Friedland-Norwich 

Al and Mary Kalamian-Waterford 
Mr and Mrs Charles Milikn-New London 
James and lary Mulvany-New London 
Virna O'Connor-Niantic 

Renate B. Schneider-Groton 

Philip Van Brunt-New London 

Jill Wasserman~-Waterford 
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_ FINE WOODS FOR FINE BUILDINGS 


SALSLEEUATUAE SRCUEL 


Imported & Domestic HARDWOODS 
hrxom ASH to ZEBRAWOOD 


for restoration, home or hobby 


GENERAL WOODCRAFT 
199 BLINMAN ST. 
NEW LONDON 442-5301 
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ele eae elie! 


SCOUPUTETTEUEESHALEGECERNEL EPOMRTECERELECS HUTTE TEETH 


RICHARD L. HUMPHREVILLE 


NEW LONDON, CONNECTICUT 
(203) 442-7466/442-5003 


Builder and Restorer of Fine Furniture 
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